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SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND 
 
The making of a Freemason consists of a continuing course of edu-
cation, of training, and of character forming. While it may be accept-
ed that it is an innermost desire, followed by obligations that makes 
one a member of the Craft, yet in a truer form and better sense, a 
man is never a Freemason until he truthfully and loyally lives up to 
his obligations. And he cannot do that until he understands them, and 
eventually knows their scope and real meaning. 
 
Freemasonry can very well be divided into many phases. Its land-
marks, its customs, its constitution and its laws, just to mention a 
few, if studied and mastered, can provide a more interesting course 
for the Master Mason seeking Masonic knowledge. Its historical 
background can provide in interesting program of investigation to 
the Member attracted to a desire for research. 
 
One peculiarity about Freemasonry is that it will stand investigation. 
The deeper the research, the more extensive the knowledge of its 
hidden art and mysteries, the more highly it is appreciated. A mem-
ber of the Craft who merely takes his degrees in a listless, careless 
sort of manner, and then remains as just a spectator at Lodge meet-
ings, may hold to the opinion that Freemasonry differs little from 
other societies. To the contrary, the Master Mason who delves deep-
ly into Masonic literature takes a lively interest in every part of the 
Ritualistic and Lodge Work, and learns the origin, meaning and mor-
al bearing of its symbols, cannot possibly fall into such an error. To 
him Freemasonry has a refining and elevating influence not to be 
found in the ordinary run of organizations. 
 
The philosophies of Freemasonry, when discovered and then accept-
ed and practiced, provide that simple but profound solution to the 
problems of human relationships.  
May it be accepted that Freemasonry is a way of living to the Master 
Mason who is interested enough to appraise and value the wealth 
that is his, and his alone, by virtue of his Masonic Membership. The 
best informed Master Mason is the Master Mason who reads and 
studies. Consequently, if we want Freemasonry to be of practical 
usefulness and cultural attainment, we, as Freemasons, must not ne-
glect our Masonic reading, our Masonic studying and our research 
for more Masonic Light.  

January 2017 
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Since 1717 there have been over 1000 ‘Masonic’ degrees created. The most popular survived and are 
included in many of the Rites, Orders, Systems we know today. Like a meal, each degree is only as good as 
its creator. The recipe may include many of the same ingredients as other meals, yet taste completely 
different. By analogy, we may see many of the same “ingredients” (features) in a number of degrees which 
teach completely different things.  

The predilections of a degree’s author affect the content as much as the taste-buds of a chef. The ‘flavor’ of 
the foundational Craft Degrees in various rites, orders and systems (Webb working, Scottish Rite, York Rite, 
Swedish Rite, R.E.R., etc.), differs immensely, and in the ‘higher degrees,’ the differences are even more 
dramatic and pronounced: some are philosophical, others practical; some present allegory, and others offer 
discourses on symbolism or (quasi-)historical themes. In something like the Scottish Rite, the same degree 
may have dramatically different rituals, depending upon the jurisdiction (compare, for example the 20th 
degree in the SJ and NMJ – they are *nothing* alike). 
 
But, when someone describes himself as an ‘esoteric Mason,’ it quite often means someone who sees, and 

The following is found on the Freemasons for Dummies Website by Christopher Hodapp 
 
http://freemasonsfordummies.blogspot.com.au/2016/12/art-de-hoyos-is-freemasonry-esoteric.html 
 

Art de Hoyos: Is Freemasonry Esoteric? 
 
My friend, Arturo de Hoyos, posted a thought-provoking message on the subject of esotericism in 
Freemasonry on his Facebook page last January. As the year winds to a close, I think it deserves a little 
more circulation in a place that doesn't just vanish the way that service's posts notoriously do. Things tend 
to come and go in the torrential flood of daily clutter on Facebook, never to be found again, and that is a 
damn shame because it has sadly replaced far more accessible and organized platforms. I only re-stumbled 
into this particular message by complete accident. 
 
So, here is Art's post: 
 
“Esotericism is a Matter of Degrees” by Art de Hoyos 
 
Is Freemasonry esoteric, or not? The short answer is “Yes, no, maybe.” Esotericism is any topic “intended 
for or likely to be understood by only a small number of people with a specialized knowledge or interest.” 
This certainly applies to Masonry. But on a deeper level, and in a Masonic context, it’s usually taken to 
mean that our ceremonies and rituals allude to realities and/or truths not generally understood, or which 
may have a spiritual component to them. 
 
The term is tainted to some people, and acceptable to others; hence, it may not be easy to wholly accept or 
discard the term ‘esoteric Masonry.’ Like an onion, each ‘esoteric’ layer successively builds upon the 
other. We can all agree that Masonry is intended to be understood by few, and that it’s a kind of specialized 
knowledge. 
 
But the question is what kind of specialized knowledge, and are they real “secrets?” Depending upon one’s 
inclinations, the Master Mason Degree has been interpreted in a variety of different ways by different 
persons. For some, it’s a story of fidelity; for others, it teaches hope in the immortality of the soul; for still 
others, it’s a lesson in alchemy; and yet for still others, it alludes to the discovery of entheogens. Some see 
it as multi-faceted, or a combination of various things.  

But, as I wrote in my post “The Private Epiphany,” we should avoid trying to enshrine our interpretations 
as the “true” one. 

 

Is Freemasonry esoteric, or not? The short answer is “Yes, no, maybe.” “ 

http://freemasonsfordummies.blogspot.com.au/2016/12/art-de-hoyos-is-freemasonry-esoteric.html
https://www.facebook.com/arturo.de.hoyos.33/posts/10207881993545391
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embraces, what appears to be aspects of the ‘Western Esoteric Tradition’ in our rituals; i.e., some 
affinity to the symbolism of Hermeticism, Gnosticism, Neoplatonism, Kabbalah, etc. 
 
Freemasonry is an eclectic organization and, at various times, we have borrowed the language and 
symbols of these and other traditions. The question is, do our rituals really teach these things as 
‘realities’ or we use them to stimulate thought—or both? We are repeatedly told not to mistake a 
symbol for the thing symbolized. In some cases, I believe that is what has happened, while in 
others, I believe we do indeed have vestiges of other traditions. But even when they are there, they 
may be only one layer thick on our Masonic onion. 
 
The problem is twofold: some deny any esoteric influences at all (or assert they are just used 
symbolically), while others claim it’s the main part of the onion. If the matter is open to 
interpretation (not defined by the ritual itself), who has the “right” to decide? 
This much we know: many of Freemasonry’s symbols were used before the modern fraternity 
existed (1717), and appeared in a variety of books. Some were educational and philosophical (such 
as the “Choice Emblems”), others were indeed Hermetic (such as Alchemical texts). As I said, 
we’re an eclectic organization. How many times have you seen the Square and Compasses or All-
Seeing Eye used and abused in Hollywood and elsewhere because it looks ‘cool’? Well, I’m 
willing to bet that at least some of our symbols migrated into the fraternity the same way. An 
unknown degree maker, in the 1700’s, saw something that looked cool, and dropped it into the 
ritual. Not necessarily bad, but 225 years later his personal predilection turns into a debate. 
 
Certainly, there are clear examples of “borrowings” from “esoteric” texts. For example, I am aware 
of an older version (early 1800s) of a Scottish Rite degree which includes a large portion extracted 
from Cornelius Agrippa’s De Occulta Philosophia(1531-33). If asked if that degree was ‘esoteric’ I 
would say ‘yes,’ while to its counterpart in a later version or in another Supreme Council, I would 
say, “no.” 
 
My point is to quit quibbling over such things, and find the common ground where we “can best 
work and best agree.” If esotericism interests you, that’s fine; if not, that’s also fine. My personal 
library is well-stocked with enough material on both sides to make anyone think and in favor of, or 
against, any position. 
 
The important thing is to be well-educated, and understand what we know first. Before you reach 
for the stars, make sure your feet are firmly planted on the ground. Make yourself into someone 
who can be taken seriously. Learn the facts about our origins based upon what we know. 
 
I sometimes speak about “historical records” versus “hysterical documents.” Before you buy into 
such fantasies as “Freemasonry descended from the ancient Egyptians,” get a quick education. 
Here are three books to give you a reality check:  
 
Harry Carr, World of Freemasonry 
Bernard E. Jones, Freemasons Guide and Compendium  
David Stevenson, The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland’s Century 1590–1710  
 
When you can speak intelligently about the Old Charges (Gothic Consitutions), early Freemasonry 
in Scotland, the formation of the first Grand Lodge, and how and when the degrees developed, 
people may be inclined to listen to you, when you start to talk about more exotic things. 
 
Educate yourself well enough to argue both sides of the argument. 
 
Take due notice thereof and govern yourselves accordingly. 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/World-Freemasonry-Harry-Carr/dp/0853181349/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1483127906&sr=1-1&keywords=Harry+Carr%2C+World+of+Freemasonry
https://www.amazon.com/Freemasons-Guide-Compendium-New-Revised/dp/1581825609/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1483128070&sr=1-3&keywords=Bernard+E.+Jones%2C+Freemasons+Guide+and+Compendium
https://www.amazon.com/Origins-Freemasonry-Scotlands-Stevenson-published/dp/B00Y2QDNLQ/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1483128205&sr=1-3&keywords=David+Stevenson%2C+The+Origins+of+Freemasonry%3A+Scotland%E2%80%99s+Century+1590%E2%80%931710
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Sins of Our Masonic Fathers 

By: Bro. J. A. Hamill 

This STB by Bro. Hamill, Librarian and curator, United Grand Lodge of England, is from his paper (of 

the same name) published in ARS Quartuor Coronatorum, Vol 101, 1988 The paper talks about the 

situation of Freemasonry in England and how it got that way.   Editor 

 

Conspiracy Theory 

If one accepts the thesis of Bro. Alec Mellor (Our Separated Brethren-the Freemasons, London 1964) 

Freemasonry first entered the realms of conspiracy theory with the publication of the first Papal Bull in 

1738. Brother Mellor believes that the Bull was issued not only because of religious objections to 

Freemasonry by the Papacy but also because of fears of the supposed political aspirations of 

continental Freemasonry. Certainly it came to the forefront of conspiracy theory with the works of two 

non-masons, the Abbe Barruel (Memoires pour servir a lhistoire du Jacobinisme, London 1797-8) and 

John Robison (Proofs of a conspiracy against all the Religions and governments of Europe carried on 

in the secret meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati and Reading Societies, Edinburgh 1797) both of 

which claimed that the French Revolution had its origins and much of its support in lodges under the 

then regular Grand Orient of France. 

 

So far no problem, but one arose when over-enthusiastic Masonic writers failed to distinguish between 

the Masonic precepts of equality and fraternalism and the political revolutionary ideals of liberty, 

fraternity and equality, another example of confusing similarities with actual links. That some of those 

who were involved in the French Revolution, the American War of Independence and the South 

American liberation movements of the early nineteenth century were freemasons is undeniable. To 

move from that position to state that because freemasons were involved, the events were Masonic 

actions or Masonically inspired actions is nonsense and is also to ignore the equally well established 

fact that in all those events there were freemasons on both sides . 

The actions of those writers only gave fuel to those paranoid critics of Freemasonry who revel in the 

conspiracy theory that Freemasonry is a plot for world domination, perhaps the nastiest manifestation 

of which is the notorious forgery The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion which claims to be an 

exposure of Masonic documents showing that Freemasonry is a Judaeo-masonic conspiracy for world 

domination, the reverberations from which are still echoing today (see Stephen Knights Jack the 

Ripper: the final solution). 

The Public Face. 

In dealing with the public face of Freemasonry we must remember that we are not dealing with 

realities but with received impressions. There is a wide spectrum of attitudes to Freemasonry. At one 

end are the members who know what Freemasonry is and what its purposes are. At the other end are 

Freemasonry's intractable critics whose minds are closed and who will never be persuaded that there is 

another opinion than their own, let alone that their views might be wrong. Between these two ends of 

the spectrum is the great mass of the non-Masonic public, some of whom, through family connections 

or friendships, will be favourably disposed; others of whom, from reading anti-Masonic works, will be  

ill-disposed; and the great majority for whom Freemasonry has no meaning or interest until the media 

force the subject before their eyes. 

As the majority of the British public does not read books the media have had a great deal of power in 

forming public attitudes towards Freemasonry. Until 1984, when Grand Lodge altered its traditional 

policy of no comment to one of limited comment and the correction of factual errors, the power of the 

media in forming public attitudes was immense. Regrettably, the less scrupulous in the profession of 

journalism over the last twenty or so years realized the power that they possessed, in particular that, 

provided they observed the laws of libel and defamation, they could say whatever they liked about 

Freemasonry without any fear of a challenge from Masonic authority. 

It can be argued that in the climate of the 1940s to 1960s the policy of no comment on specific issues 

(e.g. the attempt to debate Freemasonry in the Church of England in 1951) and the refusal to cooperate 

in programs concerned with Freemasonry (e.g. the 1960s BBC Television exposure of Freemasonry) 

was effective in that it turned those events into a one day wonder soon forgotten by the public. Indeed,  

(continued page 17) 
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All members of the ANZMRC wish Neil a speedy  

recovery from his health issues and look forward to 

his return to duty. Our thoughts and prayers are  

with him as he slowly recovers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Greetings to all readers of Harashim 

 

Having been asked to pen a few words for this edition of Harashim in place of our President, Neil Morse, 

who is temporarily out of action due to a medical problem, I start with a wish that he soon recovers and 

will be able to resume his duties with his usual skill and energy. Besides writing for this column, I have 

been enjoined to take over the itinerary planning that had been started by Neil for the forthcoming Aus-

tralasian tour by our ANZMRC Travelling Lecturer for 2017, WBro John Belton from England. By the 

time you read this the dots will have been joined up and the tour plan well and truly in place. 

 

John Belton will start his tour in Melbourne with his first lecture to the Victorian Lodge of Research on 

Friday 11 August. Because John is not available for our normal three months that we allocate for any 

tour, we have had to confine his visit to our Australian and New Zealand affiliate lodges and study 

groups only. I feel sorry for our associates in Asia that have been part of previous tours, for missing out 

this time. 

 

This year, 2017, is the three hundredth since the formation in London, England of the first Grand Lodge 

in the world and John Belton, as a member of a lodge under the United Grand Lodge of England and of 

the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, will be including some of those historical facts in the papers he has pre-

pared for the tour. The UGLE and QC Lodge are also to bring their Prestonian Lecturer out to Australa-

sia and Asia to help the English Constitution lodges in the area to celebrate this momentous occasion. 

 

Looking further ahead, planning for the next Biennial ANZMRC Conference to be held in Melbourne in 

2018 is under way and we are actively seeking papers from all our Affiliate and Associate members for 

presentation as a Kellerman Lecture at that conference. If you have written, or plan to write, a paper on 

any subject that has a connection to Freemasonry please let our secretary, Brendan Kyne, know now so 

that you can be included in the selection process that will start later this year. Eight papers are chosen for 

presentation at each Conference. 

 

Colin Heyward, Immediate Past President ANZMRC 

 

15 January 2017 

 

Presidents Corner 
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The Kidd Collection: Part II 
© 2016 Neil Wynes Morse 

 
 

Nine of the 11 volumes in the Kidd Collection relate to rituals of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; 
specifically those of the Northern Jurisdiction. 
 
The contents of these particular volumes are: 
I. Notebook listing Signs and responses; Principal Signs; Tokens; Sacred Words; Passwords; Ages and 

Knocks for 4th to 14th degrees [with 15th and 16th degrees in another hand]. 
II. Masonic Text Book No. 5: The Eleven Ineffable or Sublime Degrees of Masonry. 
III. Masonic Text Book No. 5 In Two Parts: The Masonic Degrees conferred in Grand Councils of Princes 

of Jerusalem; viz: I Knight of the East or Sword; and II Prince of Jerusalem. Also, the Masonic 
Degrees conferred in Sovereign Chapter of Rose Cross [Croix] viz: I Knight of the East and West; and 
II Knight of the Eagle or Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix De Heroden [Herodim]. 

IV. Masonic Text Book No. 7 In Two Parts: The Masonic Degrees conferred under the authority of & in 
Sovereign Grand Consistories of Princes of the Royal Secret, viz: Grand Pontiff; Grand Master &c; 
Prince of Libanus; Chief of the Tabernacle; Prince of the Tabernacle; Knight of Brazen Serpent; Prince 
of Mercy; Commander of the Temple; Knight of the Eagle and Sun; patriarch of the Crusades; 
Noachite or Chevalier Prussien; Knight of Kadosh; Grand Inspector Inquisitor Commander; Prince of 
the Royal Secret. Also Masonic Degree (33d + last _ Official) conferred in the Supreme Council; called 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General. According to a book entitled “Light on Masonry” by Elder David 
Bernard published in Utica – 1829. Also the French Masonic Degree of “Patriarch Noachite or 
Chevalier Prussien”. 

V. Tableaux of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General 33°, A\& A\ Rite. 
VI. Sovereign Grand Inspector General; 33°[Thirty Third], New York Supreme Council 1862. 
VII.Degrees of Perfection KVR ms 1861. [viz] IV: Secret Master; V: Perfect Master; VI: Intimate 

Secretary; VII: Provost and Judge. 
VIII.Sovereign Grand Inspector General; 33° (Thirty Third) A\ + A\ Rite; (Rite Ecossais), as used by the 

New York Supreme Council, June 5, 1862 . . . Received from Ill\ Edmund B. Hayes 33º M\P\S\G\C\. 
IX. Sov\ Gra\ Ins\ Genl\ 33d 
Degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite; sometimes called “Rite Ecossais” or Scottish Rite, and known 

as Sublime or Ineffable Masonry; being thirty degrees from the 4th the the 33rd inclusive; the three 
Craft degrees be excluded from the numeration. 1860. 

 
 

The NY masonic record states: 
John L. Lewis was born in Yates county in 1813, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1835; was 

district attorney from 1837 until 1848, when he was elected Judge of his county. After holding that 
office for four years he engaged in the ordinary practice of his profession, acquiring a good practice 
and winning hosts of friends. 

 
He was a man of bright social proclivities, an attached friend, a clear-headed adviser, a brilliant orator and 

a most painstaking executive. His intellect was not that of a genius and his success in life came 
from his industry, aided by his commendable natural traits and his many good qualities of heart and 
hand. He was an earnest student, indefatigable in research, a close reasoner and an honest and 
earnest advocate of whatever cause he believed to be right. As a Mason his reasoning on disputed 
points of history or  

 
 
jurisprudence was clear and convincing and he did much to codify and bring into proper shape the 

constitution which is known as that of 1860 and which is practically that under which the Grand 
Lodge is now governed. He was also the first real student of the history of Freemasonry in New 
York, the first Historian of the Grand Lodge in fact, if not in name. 

 

All but the first are in the handwriting of John Livy Lewis Jr., examples of which were published in a 
previous article in Harashim. 
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Figure 1: John Livy Lewis Jr, [from http://gwm.lunaimaging.com/] 

 
It was, however, as Grand Master during the four eventful 
years of 1856-7-8-9 and on until June, 1860, that his 
services to the order stand out most prominently, and his 
memory is likely to be longest enshrined in the annals of 
Masonry in the State. Its crowning glory was that during its 
continuance the last vestige of division and schism 
disappeared from the story of Freemasonry in New York, 
disappeared, it is to be hoped, never again to return. 
 
There is more, but it is easily found, and not necessary to be 
published here. 
 
Volume X is of significant interest as it contains the text of a 
letter to M\ Ill\ Bro Edward A. Raymond, at the time [1861] the 
“Sov\ Grand Commander of the Supreme Gr\ Council of M\ Ill\ 
S\ G\ I\ G\ 33d and last degree “Ancient and Accepted Rite” for 
the Northern Mas\ Jurisdiction of the United States of N\ 
America” from M\ Ill\ Bros\ John J\ J\ Gourgas and Giles F\ 
Yates.  
 

This letter relates to the rise, fall, and anticipated 
resurrection of Cerneauism. 
 
A further document relating to Cerneauism is the ‘Tableau’ 

in Volume VII in which Lewis commenced to list the names and details of every S\G\I\G\ created in the 
“A\ & A\ Rite in the United States of America from 1801 to 1875 inclusive”. It is an incomplete table 
entitled “Tableau of members of the New York or Supreme Council established by Joseph Cerneau August 
28th 1807 (Note. In this Table are contained the names of those who composed the Grand Consistory 
between 1807 and 1812)”. It contains two names only, Cerneau and Clinton, and is also incomplete in the 
details given. However, Lewis prefaced his Tableau with an introductory retrospect of the Order[s] as he 
saw it. It is this nine page ‘history’ which is of interest. Lewis was both well placed and well informed to 
write such a report. Although the rights and wrongs of the matter remain contentious, this is one of a few 
personal, rather than official, documents extant. 
 
One of the more interesting items is Volume XI; a ‘side-by-side’ comparison of seven different exposures 
in which the compiler reproduces Richardson’s Monitor of Free Masonry of 1860 with notes describing the 
differences with Scottish Rite ritual material produced by Allyn, Bernard, Webb, Carlile, Craft and Mary 
Hanlon’s Revelations in Masonry of 1827. 
 
Given the contribution of Lewis to the progress of the NMJ, [see Baynard’s History, Vol 1, pp359-360] it 
is of interest to note his personal interest in ritual development. He writes in the foreword to Volume XI: 
Authenticity is not claimed or pretended in any portion in either of the text or subjoined notes. A number of 

professed rituals or pretended exposures of these degrees having come to my hands I have arrived 
myself with an effort to compare and collate them as a matter of curiosity. 

 
Oh, that some of the present ‘rulers of the Craft’ had such ‘curiosity’, and interest in masonic research! 
And did something about it. 
 
PS: Obviously ‘technical difficulties’ led to the following note to the first article ‘dropping off’. 
“My grateful thanks are due to Jeffrey Croteau, Manager of Library and Archives, Scottish Rite Masonic 

Museum and Library, NMJ, for his assistance, expertise and many kindnesses, especially in 
identifying Lewis’s handwriting. Larissa Watkins of the Library of the House of the Temple in 
Washington, DC has been, as ever, most helpful.” 

 
Ed Note: Named after Joseph Cerneau (1763–1840/45), “Cerneauism” was a rival and illegitimate form of 

Scottish Rite Masonry that challenged the SJ and NMJ during most of the 1800s  
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FREEMASONRY THE ESOTERIC TRADITION 

ISBN-13 9780853185345 

by Fabio Venzi 

 In recent times the aims of Freemasonry and its ritual has 
changed. The ritual is purported to no longer disclose any 
'hidden' elements, there is nothing to 'reveal', indeed, the ritual 
appears to have made everything clearer; the individual, the 
Freemason, is now seen merely a principled person par 
excellence, whose sole aim is to do good and set a good 
example. 

 
It's now only increasingly rare individuals who behold 
something of a deeper nature in our Masonic ritual and 
teachings and are often considered as somewhat eccentric or 
individuals or 'fantasizers'; to be charitably tolerated as long as 
they do not overstep the mark with their fantastical 
interpretations. 

 
This volume is devoted to those members of society who 
maintain that Freemasonry should be interpreted, experienced 
and lived as an authentic Initiatic School, as was doubtless 
intended by the creators of its complex ritual forms, brimming 
with symbols, allegories and hidden meanings. 

 
From a metahistorical point of view, the true 'figure' of the 
Freemason will be portrayed as a sort of 'Archetype of 
Enlightenment',which is clearly recognisable and presented in 

the western tradition throughout history. From the Epoptes of the Eleusinian Mysteries, to the Hermetic of 
the first centuries B.C.; from the Magician and the Neoplatonist of the Renaissance to the Rosicrucian; 
from the Alchemist to the Freemason, the same goal of, an individual featuring a series of common 
characteristics and, in particular, a similar 'vision of the world', is manifested cyclically in specific 
historical moments. 

 
Thus, the "Initiate" is representative of a human figure cyclically presented under different 'guises', all 
bearing essentially similar symbolic characteristics; as the Hermetic carries out his work in the search for 
an absolute purity, and the Alchemist focuses on his ability to achieve, from an imperfect and impure 
matter, a perfect substance capable of transmitting this perfection to other substances, the Freemason 
represents a roughly hewn stone that will need to be smoothed by means of an concerted inner effort. It 
should however be underlined that both the alchemical procedures and the undertaking of the Masonic and 
hermetic pathway are performed in the presence of the transcendent, the hermetic, alchemical and Masonic 
initiatic journeys will never be achieved as the result of a theoretical or experimental knowledge, but, on 
the contrary, represent the outcome of an endeavour, an opus, in which the spirit is returned to the matter, 
animating and ennobling the same. 

 
This book charts the pathway of the true masonic initiate. The term "Initiate" is applied to an individual 
featuring a mandatory and essential 'qualification', i.e. a 'predisposition' to embark on a pathway of gnostic 
development that culminates in an authentic 'transmutation', which may even be detached from the strictly 
'ritual' connotation of 'initiation '. The end of the Initiatic Schools, with their binding thread of the 'secret' 

BOOK REVIEW 

http://email.nsltr.com/t/r-l-ckhfr-dklrikykir-h/
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and 'mysteries', is marked by a return to awareness of the divine nature of an individual (or, as Jung would 
say, the rediscovery of Self and the achievement of an integrated personality). Indeed, although the 
premises and doctrines of these Schools appear to diverge somewhat, in line with the differences 
encountered in the historic contexts in which they take place, their symbology and principal aims evolve 
into a form and tension unwaveringly focused on the 'Transcendent', in an attempt to obtain a reprieve, a 
return to an entity 'lost' over time. 

This arduous journey is obviously not suited to all, and can be achieved only by minds free from 
superstructures and opinions, uncorrupted, and above all, unconditioned minds. The ideal type of "Initiate" 
requires no ideological support to enable him to manifest his innate 'freedom' and 'originality' and is 
concomitantly, thanks to this singular feature, qualified to survive in and endure even the most oppressive 
historic context. This particular type of human elaborates arguments at a deeper and higher level, having 
achieved total inner freedom. 

This book is not only a manual for those who are undertaking this path and covers all aspect of the work 
involved in being a Freemason including ritual, philosophy and symbolic work. Its also a enthralling 
exploration of Masonic esoteric philosophy past present and with visions of what it could be in the future 
for those that believe the initiatic potential of Freemasonry is still conspicuous, and conceivably primed for 
'activation'; although, to achieve this aim, several fundamental transformations would need to take place 
both internally, and, more importantly, among the higher ranks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Fabio Venzi, Is the Grand Master of the Regular Grand Lodge of Italy and a distinguished writer and 
essayist. He  was born in Rome in 1961. 

He graduated in Sociology at the University of Rome "La Sapienza" his dissertation being a study of the 
relationship between Italian Masonry and Fascism. 

He is the founder and editor of the philosophical Masonic journals De Hominis Dignitate and Quattuor 
Coronatorum, and from 1998 to 2001 worked as historical consultant for a series of studies on Southern 
Italy for Edizioni d'Arte in Rome. 
 
He has written widely on the subject of Freemasonry and has spoken at numerous historical-philosophical 
and Masonic conventions in Italy and all around the world. This ground breaking work by Fabio Venzi, is 
invaluable for its wealth of historical and analytical content; it allows the reader to understand what 
modern Masonry truly is and what its goals are in the current era.  
  

This book is available from Lewis Masonic at  Website: www.lewismasonic.co.uk 
 
Email: vera.west@lewismasonic.co.uk 

http://email.nsltr.com/t/r-l-ckhfr-dklrikykir-p/
mailto:vera.west@lewismasonic.co.uk
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  Confessions of the 2017 ANZMRC Travelling 
Lecturer 
I have been to Australia and New Zealand before, 
just after the millennium arrived, and it will be good 
to be back again. But the sense of unreality remains 
that I am actually coming to deliver talks across 
Australia and New Zealand. 

When I looked at my list of papers I did try 
and pick a variety of subjects, with something to 
please every selection committee. The fun will be 
seeing what you brothers down under select from 
the list. All my life I have travelled for business and 
for pleasure, and I do find humanity wherever I go 
welcoming. I am a Universalist brother, I dislike 
masonic dogma that keeps brothers apart. That you 
will see reflected in my talks. I am in masonic terms 
NOT an English (UGLE) Supremacist so I cover 
Irish and Scottish aspects in what I have to say. And 
given the history of freemasonry down under  there 
should be something for everyone. 

I was the Founding Senior Warden and 
second Master of Internet Lodge No.9659 (EC). We 
started in 1998 with fifty founders and another fifty-
two first joiners and we are now around four 
hundred and fifty brothers who belong to lodges in 
around ninety different constitutions. [It’s that 
Universalist thing again!]. I am not in IT nerd at all 
but a believer good use of technology can enhance 
freemasonry - and in masonic research terms make 
research simpler by having the resources online to 
use in one’s own home. 

Keeping that online theme in mind here is a 
taster, one that is not in the list of talks. 
 

The Index Rerum - The Grand Lodge of Iowa 

Library 

http://alexandria.iowamasoniclibrary.org/

researcher#_grandlodgeofiowa/library-2    

Why review something that is not a book is a 
question some will ask. The answer is simple - the 
Index Rerum is a valuable resource for all 
researchers – and not only those in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa or the USA. First, however, some background. 
Iowa is in the corn growing mid-west of America 
and at first sight, not the place one might connect 
with a great masonic library, but… 

In the 1840s after a Grand Lodge resolution, 
the then Secretary Theodore S Parvin bought 5 
books for $5 and started the library in his own 
house. It grew until it moved to its own building (the 
world’s first purpose-built masonic library) in 1894 
and moved again in 1955 to its present site. 

It subscribed to a great many masonic 
journals and in 1905 started a card index to every 
article in every magazine it subscribed to. Over a 
century this built into a huge card index. You know 
the sort, rows of small drawers with index cards 
locked in place with a long brass rod!  

I visited the library in 2009 and was able to 
‘test drive the card index’ – I found it an amazing 
resource. In 2010 the idea of digitising those index 
cards took hold and the process was recently 
completed. If that seems simple then just think that 
there were 133 drawers in the typical old library 
card index cabinets, a grand total of around 400,000 
cards; and they processed them at about 600 cards 
per day. Some project. 

Before writing this review I decided to give 
it a test. I had recently written a paper on the subject 
of Dudley Wright and we had unearthed a vast 
bibliography which runs to over 25 pages of A4. 
What more might be found was both the question 
and the challenge? In total I discovered another 
hundred articles in a variety of masonic magazines 
from the Scottish Rite New Age Magazine to the 
Sandusky Masonic Bulletin, Square & Compasses 
from New Orleans through to the Western 
Australian Freemason, Victorian Craftsman, New 
South Wales Masonic Journal, South Australian 
Freemason, Queensland Freemason, South African 
Masonic World and Masonic Journal of South 
Africa. Suddenly when the names of those 
Australian journals appear you can see that in the 
American mid-west lies a valuable resource for 
researchers down under. 

As a matter of self-indulgence when I 
searched for me as John L Belton returned 16 hits 
while a simpler John Belton achieved 42 – some 
degree of experimentation in the searches can be 
beneficial to get the best results! While the 
information on each item is sometimes lacking some 
detail, it gives a panorama of results that is simply 
unobtainable elsewhere – and clear pointers for 
more detailed researches. 

The only thing missing is that it is not 
possible to know exactly what the Iowa holdings of 
any particular masonic magazine are, which of 
course for a researcher would be the icing on the 
cake. Over a century librarians have come and gone 
and exercised their styles and norms of each decade, 
so there is no simple, exact way to know what the 
Iowa holdings are exactly. In cases of necessity the 
librarian would I am sure, be able to offer some 
assistance. 

In all of this, it is a delight to see that the 
Grand Lodge of Iowa is still at the cutting edge of 
innovative masonic librarianship in the digital world 
of today. One must pay tribute to the librarian Bill 
Kreuger and his team who digitised all the cards, 
both for the vision and their completion of the 
project. 

Nothing, however, can detract from the fact 
that the Index Rerum is a unique resource; and there 
will be no other because nobody else ever indexed 
all their masonic magazines by the article and 
author. Give it a ‘test drive’ and prepare to be 
considerably surprised. 

http://www.grandlodgeofiowa/library-2
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Some points on English Language. 
 
Some people feel that English is a confusing 

language. With regard to grammar, it sometimes 

seems like there are several different unrelated rules 

for conjugated verbs and that irregular verbs which 

don’t seem to follow any of the rules are more 

frequent than regular verbs. And then there’s the 

issue of spelling. How can we ever make any sense 

out of the chaos of English? By the seventeenth 

century, a number of scholars and others began 

searching for a way to bring order out of the chaos. 

 

One of the first attempts at bringing about some 

order came in 1604 when Robert Cawdray 

published A Table Alphabeticall. This little book—

120 pages in length—enabled those who studied it 

to convey an impression of learning. While the book 

is generally considered as the first monolingual 

dictionary of English, it is not considered a 

particularly useful work. It listed 2,543 words and 

provided brief (sometimes just a single word) 

definitions. Cawdray considered the purpose of the 

book to be— 

 

"for the benefit and helpe of Ladies, Gentlewomen, 

or other unskillful persons". 

 

Cawdray also writes: 

 

By this Table (right Honourable & Worshipfull) 

strangers that blame our tongue of difficultie, and 

vncertaintie may heereby plainly see, & better 

vnderstand those things, which they haue thought 

hard. Heerby also the true Orthography, that is, the 

true writing of many hard English words, borrowed 

from the Greeke, Latine & French, and how to know 

one from the other, with the interpretation thereof by 

plaine English words, may be learned and knowne. 

And children heerby may be prepared for the 

vnderstanding of a great number of Latine words: 

which also will bring much delight & iudgement to 

others, by the vse of this little worke. 

 

This first dictionary proved to be relatively popular 

and by 1617 it was into its fourth edition.  The full 

text of the 1604 edition can be found at  http://

www.library.utoronto.ca/utel/ret/cawdrey/

cawdrey0.html#work 

Robert Cawdray (also spelt Cawdrey) was a school 

teacher who had never been to college. He was 

ordained as a deacon and had been made a rector. 

While he was sympathetic to Puritan teachings, he 

was chastised for not reading the approved texts in 

his sermons. With many new words entering the 

English language, Cawdray worried that the wealthy 

were adopting foreign words and phrases. To lessen 

confusion and to help ensure that people would not 

lose their mother tongue, he began working on his 

dictionary as early as 1563 while teaching school. 

For many the ideal model for order in a language 

was to be found in Latin. With its regular grammar, 

spelling convention and systematic style, Latin was 

an example of a language that had lasted. Would the 

next generation of English speakers be able to read 

the writings of the present generation? Without 

order, English many people felt, was destined for 

oblivion. 

In 1697, Daniel Defoe proposed that there should be 

an academy to decide on right and wrong usage. 

According to Defoe, with an academy “it would be 

as criminal coin words as money.” In other words, 

with an academy, new words would have to be 

approved and simply introducing new words 

without approval would be the same as minting 

money with government approval. The idea of a 

language academy to bring order to the chaos of 

language was something that was being tried 

elsewhere in Europe. The idea of an English 

academy, however, never got off the ground, 
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Landmarks of our Fathers: a 
critical analysis of the start and 
origin of African Lodge No. 1 
John L Hairston 
edited by E. Oscar Alleyne 
The Quill and the Sword Publishing, Seattle WA, USA, July 
2016 
pb, 176x254mm, 174 pp, b & w illos, index. 
ISBN 978-0-692-68396-5 
from: www.thebookpatch.com/ US$25 plus shipping. 

 From jibes in newspapers, such as the ‘St Black’s 
Lodge’ article in a Boston paper in 1782, and the 
‘niggerdom in regalia’ reference in the New York 
Pomeroy’s Democrat of 1871, to the official organs 
of mainstream American Freemasonry which 
legislated as recently as the 20th century against the 
admission of candidates other than free-born white 
men, racial prejudice is well documented. C 

Consequently, when some mainstream American 
researchers pointed to a group of documents 
generally referred to as ‘the minutes of African 
Lodge’, as supporting the contention that the 
founders of the lodge were not regularly-made 
Masons, there was a tendency to doubt both the 
reliability of the documents and the impartiality of 
those citing them. 

The question of regularity of origin seemed to have 
been settled by (a) the pronouncement in December 
1994 of the Board of General Purposes of the United 
Grand Lodge of England that:  

By today’s standards, the formation of the 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge was irregular but, 
in view of the way in which some other 
Grand Lodges were formed in America in 
that period, the formation of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts could have 
been seen as “merely eccentric” and of 
acceptable regularity. 

and (b) by the eventual concurrence of 
approximately 80% of mainstream American grand 
lodges. But now John Hairston, himself a Prince 
Hall Freemason, has re-opened the issue with 
Landmarks of our Fathers, the first of a proposed 
series of books on the formative years of Prince Hall 
Freemasonry. Brother Hairston seeks to demonstrate 
that Prince Hall and the other founders were not 
initiated in a warranted lodge, and not in 1775. His 
findings are based on ‘the minutes of African 
Lodge’ and his further research. 
The ‘minutes’ relate mainly to: (a) the unwarranted 
African Lodge No.1 of Boston; (b) the warranted 
African Lodge No.459 EC (issued September 1784, 
re-numbered 370 EC in 1792); and (c) African 
Lodge No.459 bis of Philadelphia (cloned from 
African Lodge No. 459/370 in 1797).  
 
The documents appear to have been in the custody 
of what is now the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, and were accessed by William Upton 
when he investigated matters on behalf of the 
mainstream Grand Lodge of Washington in the 
closing years of the 19th century. Some fifty years 
later, the documents were microfilmed under the 
joint auspices of the mainstream and Prince Hall 
Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, and since that event 
most researchers appear to have consulted only the 
microfilm, not the original documents. 
 
Bro Hairston has acquired a copy of all the 
microfilmed documents, but his book is concerned 
primarily with those relating to African Lodge No.1, 
prior to the issue of a warrant in England in 1784 
and its eventual receipt in Boston in 1787. He 
provides photographic reproduction of some of these 
documents, which are difficult to read, and 
transcripts of relevant sections.  
 
There are two key documents and these have been 
published on several occasions. Both are shown in 
volume 90 of Ars Quatuor Coronatorum. That on 
page 318 (Appendix 1) appears to be a list of 
members of the lodge, with dates of initiation, 
passing and raising, and has evidently been 
compiled over a period of years by more than one 

Book Review 

http://www.thebookpatch.com/
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person. The other, on page 319 (Appendix 2) seems 
to be a list of 15 members ‘made’ on a particular 
occasion, together with a calculation of fees for the 
‘making’. With due allowance for variations of 
spelling, and differences of handwriting, the two 
lists are not identical, although both identify ‘Grand 
Master [sic] John Batt’ as conducting the initial 
ceremony. 
 
Both documents are headed by a date, ‘March 6’ 
and the year, but the final figure of the year is 
disputed. William Upton, viewing the original 
documents (in 1898), opted for 1775. George 
Draffen, viewing the microfilm nearly 80 years 
later, referring to the list of fees (Appendix 2), 
wrote: ‘1775—the final digit is only just 
legible’ (AQC vol.89, p72). The documents were 
microfilmed in 1950 and five years later Edward 
Cusick compared the original and the microfilm of 
the document listing the fees and found that the 
original had been overwritten by a modern fountain 
pen, to show the last digit as a ‘5’ (quoted in 
Walkes J, Prince Hall’s Mission, p17).  
The motive of this unauthorised entry could have 
been to deceive, or to ‘correct’ a perceived error, or 
to clarify an almost illegible digit. To this reviewer, 
on Appendix 2 (AQC p319) the last digit appears to 
be a ‘6’, but most writers see it as an ‘8’, as does 
Bro Hairston. The date on the other document 
definitely is not a ‘6’. It could possibly be a ‘5’, but 
is more likely to be ‘8’, as Hairston claims. 
 
The original belief that Prince Hall was initiated in 
1775 is based on the writing of Boston historian 
Jeremy Belknap about 15 years after the event, who 
said of Prince Hall: 

He is Grand Master of a Lodge of Free 
masons composed wholly of blacks and 
distinguished by the name of African 
Lodge. It was begun in this town while it 
was occupied by the British Troops in 1775, 
some of whom held a Lodge and initiated a 
number of blacks. After the Peace they sent 
to England and obtained a Charter. 

This was enlarged upon by later writers, and George 
Draffen (AQC vol.89, pp70–91) identified the lodge 
as being Lodge 441 IC in the 38th of Foot (South 
Staffordshire's), stationed in or near Boston at that 
time, and he established that John Batt was a 
member of that lodge, registered as such by the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland in May 1771. He pointed 
out that any minutes of the lodge at that time have 
been lost and ‘it is impossible to say if John Batt 
was the Master in 1775’. Nor does Ireland have any 
record of Prince Hall and his associates being 
recorded as members of the lodge. He added: ‘No 
other evidence has been produced to show that 

Prince Hall’s initiation was in any way irregular and 
it must be presumed that he became a mason in the 
normal and regular way ’ 
 
Bro Hairston, having examined the original 
document written by Belknap, states that there is no 
evidence that Prince Hall supplied the date of 1775. 
He then refers to a letter from Prince Hall to 
William Moody, the Master of a London lodge 
[HCF28/A/2, UGLE library], dated 30 June 1784, 
in which Hall states: ‘this lodge has been founded 
almost this eight years’, which (Hairston reasons) 
would place its foundation between July 1776 and 
June 1777. Aided by thorough documentation, 
Hairston establishes that Batt, his regiment, and his 
lodge left Boston in March 1776, and that Batt, after 
performing garrison duty at Halifax, was discharged 
from the army in February 1777. By the end of that 
year a man named John Batt had enlisted in the 
Continental Army as a Sergeant, the rank formerly 
held by the John Batt of the 38th of Foot. His 
enlistment on the Colonial side brought him back in 
Boston, at least until he deserted on 10 June 1778. 
 
Hairston also clearly demonstrates that, among the 
several residents in the Boston area who were 
named Prince Hall, the one who became Master of 
African Lodge was also a soldier on the colonial 
side in 1778. Among the several pieces of evidence 
leading to this conclusion, the clincher is a 
comparison of the signature of Prince Hall on 
various documents from: (a) military records; (b) 
the microfilmed ‘minutes’; and (c) several letters 
now in the UGLE library, addressed to the Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Secretary, and 
other members of the Moderns grand lodge. 
 
The documented evidence of Landmarks of our 
Fathers leads to the conclusions: (a) that John Batt 
conducted several ceremonies in the Boston area in 
1778, in which a number of black men were ‘made’ 
Masons without benefit of a ‘just, perfect and 
regular’ lodge, the first of these being Prince Hall; 
and (b) that John Batt was the first Master of the 
lodge so formed, and he was succeeded as Master 
by Prince Hall before the end of the year. The 
evidence includes degree workings on 6 March 
1778, 30 May, 2 June, 20 June and 29 December 
1778, 14 May, 28 May and 23 June 1779. 
 
When Prince Hall wrote to William Moody in 1784, 
seeking assistance in petitioning the Grand Lodge 
of England (Moderns) for a warrant (Historical 
Correspondence File 28/A/2, UGLE library), he 
stated that the lodge had no warrant, but only a 
permit from Grand Master Rowe (Prov GM John 
Rowe) to walk on St John’s Day and to bury their 
dead ‘in form’. He made no mention of the 
circumstances of the initiation of the founders of the 
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lodge, nor of the subsequent ceremonies performed. And no record can be found of any inquiries or 
investigation by the Grand Lodge before issuing the warrant to African Lodge No.459 of Boston in 
September 1784. 
 
It must have taken considerable courage for Bro Hairston to pursue this line of inquiry, and to publicise the 
result. His carefully marshalled facts, supported by documentary illustrations, leave little doubt that the 
‘traditional’ history of the start of Prince Hall Freemasonry must be rewritten, that it commences in 1778 
with a renegade British soldier conducting unauthorised ‘Masonic’ ceremonies, for a considerable fee. The 
author regards the result of his research as ‘a simple mending’ of history, not to be looked upon as ‘a crack 
in the Prince Hall mosaic’, but others may see it differently. The reactions of the individual Prince Hall 
grand lodges and the grand lodges worldwide who have exchanged recognition with them, particularly 
North American grand lodges, have yet to be recorded. Others with a vested interest will be the nine 
southern US mainstream grand lodges that have not exchanged recognition with their Prince Hall 
counterparts, and the many black grand lodges regarded as ‘bogus’ by the Prince Hall fraternity. 
 
Landmarks of our Fathers is a good read for history buffs, a fine example for potential researchers, and a 
must for anyone interested in the controversy likely to arise from it. I can hardy wait for the next volume in 
the series. 
Tony Pope 

                           Bro John L Hairston    Bro E Oscar Allryne DrPH   

  

Signatures of Prince Hall 
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Linford website for researchers and travellers 
by Tony Pope 

Over the past few months, members of Linford Lodge of Research (Canberra) have been setting up a 
simple and inexpensive website to assist Freemasons, locally and worldwide, in their daily advancement of 
Masonic knowledge. It is very much a work in progress, with members searching their hard drives and 
various other digital storage media, to add current and older material to the website. The scanning of pre-
digital documents is a task which has not yet commenced. 

The site is powered by WordPress, a free online open-source website-creation tool, probably the easiest 
and most powerful blogging and website-content management system available. To this, the webmaster 
(WBro Don Ray) has added a theme or user-interface skin called ‘Freemason’. The ‘home page’ contains a 
brief history of Masonic research in the Canberra area, dating from 1964, and a drop-down menu to the 
other resources. Of the six drop-down options currently listed, the most unusual is ‘Music’, a particular 
interest of the webmaster, who plans to provide sheet music, lyrics and audio files for the Craft and 
various Orders. 

 

The option most 
developed is 
‘Downloads’. At last 
count, it contained:  
34 research papers and 
articles (presented in 
the district, or by 
Linford members, 
including eight 
Kellerman Lecturers, 
presented and/or 
published elsewhere); 
7 book reviews by 
members; 
54 volumes of books 
(including the two-
volume Freemasonry 
Universal by Kent 
Henderson & Tony 
Pope, the two-volume 
World of Freemasonry 
by Bob Nairn, and the 

seven volumes of the History of the United Grand Lodge of New South Wales, plus rituals, 
exposures, and many out-of-print books); 

4 series of periodicals, namely Harashim (the complete set from 1997 to 2016, amalgamated into annual 
volumes), AMRC & ANZMRC Proceedings (1992–2008, and 2014), Discovery Lodge of 
Research Transactions (in annual volumes 2011–2014), and NSW Region 10 Newsletters. 

plus Notice Papers and other documents. All these are stored in Dropbox. More material in every category 
will be uploaded each month.  
 

You are invited to visit the website at any time, to add it to your Favourites, and to check back every 
month for updates. In particular, you are invited to make use of World of Freemasonry and Freemasonry 
Universal if you are planning to visit outside your own jurisdiction. Freemasonry Universal is in the 
process of being updated, month by month. 

Eventually, we’ll have a visitor-counter and perhaps a guest book. Meanwhile, there is an email contact 
address on the website, should you have any queries or comments. Did I forget the URL? You can find it 
on Google, or note it below: 
<http://www.linfordresearch.info/>. 

 

http://www.linfordresearch.info/
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Legal stuff About Harashim 
Harashim, Hebrew for Craftsmen, is a quarterly 

newsletter published by the Australian and New 

Zealand Masonic Research Council, in January, April, 

July and October each year.  

It is supplied to Affiliates and Associates electronically 
in PDF format. It is available worldwide in PDF format 
as an email attachment, upon application to the Editor 
at harbar88@gmail.com  Harashim may be read online 
at https://issuu.com/harashimed 

Copyright and reprinting 

Copyright is vested in ANZMRC and the author of any 

article appearing in Harashim. 

Affiliates and Associates are encouraged to reprint the 

entire newsletter (at their own expense) and circulate it to 

their own members, including their correspondence circles 

(if any) and to supply copies to public and Masonic 

libraries within their jurisdictions. 

Individual items from any issue may be reprinted by 

Associates and Affiliates, provided: 

 The item is reprinted in full; 

 The name of the author and the source of the article are 

included; and 

 A copy of the publication containing the reprint is sent to 

the editor. 

Anyone else wishing to reprint material from Harashim 

must first obtain permission from the copyright holders via  

the editor. 

Unless otherwise specified, authors submitting original 

work for publication in Harashim are deemed to grant 

permission for their work to be published also on the 

Internet websites of ANZMRC http//anzmrc.org  and  

https://issuu.com/harashimed 

Contents 

Affiliate and Associate members are encouraged to 

contribute material for the newsletter, including: 

 Their lecture programs for the year; 

 Any requests from their members for information on a 

research topic; 

 Research papers of more than local interest that merit 

wider publication. 

The newsletter also includes news, reports from ANZMRC, 

book reviews, extracts from other publications and a 

readers’ letters column, from time to time. 

If  the source of an item is not identified, it is by the editor. 

Opinions expressed are those of the author of the article, 

and should not be attributed to the Council. 

Material submitted for publication must be in a digitized 

form by e-mail, or Memory stick addressed to the editor, 

Harvey Lovewell 87/36 Anzac Ave Mareeba 4880 

Queensland  Australia. Or email to harbar88@gmail.com 

  

Clear illustrations, diagrams and photographic prints 

suitable for scanning are welcome, and most computer 

graphic formats are acceptable. Photos of contributors 

(preferably not in regalia) would be useful. Contributors 

who require mailed material to be returned should 

include a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

General correspondence 

All other correspondence, including about purchase of files 

and books, should be directed to: The Secretary, 

ANZMRC. Brendan Kyne 

7 Devon Ave Coburg Vic 3058  

perhaps because the French had an academy. 

 

Today Defoe (shown above previous page) is 

better known for his novel about Robinson Crusoe 

than for his attempts to bring order to English. 

Another voice for bringing order to English came 

from Jonathan Swift. Swift was born in Dublin in 

1667 to a well-known Royalist family. Among the 

characteristics of eighteenth-century English 

which Swift deplored was the tendency to shorten 

words that should, he believed, retain their full 

dignified length: such as, rep for 

‘reputation,’ incog for ‘incognito’. 

 

A portrait of Jonathon Swift is shown above. 

 

In 1712, Swift published A Proposal for 

Correcting, Improving and Ascertaining the 

English Tongue. In this work, he proposed the 

only sure remedy against “Manglings and 

Abbreviations” and against the innovations of 

“illiterate Court Fops, half-witted Poets, and 

University Boys” would be an English Academy.  

 

His ideas, like those of Defoe, were never adopted. 

Swift also took up a diatribe against the chaos of 

English spelling: 

 

“Another Cause (and perhaps borrowed from the 

former) which hath contributed not a little to the 

maiming of our Language, is a foolish Opinion, 

mailto:harbar88@gmail.com
https://issuu.com/harashimed
mailto:harashimed@gmail.com
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advance of late Years, that we ought to spell exactly 

as we speak; which besides the obvious 

Inconvenience of utterly destroying our Etymology, 

which be a thing which we should never see an End 

of.” 

 

The chaotic situation of English was further 

complicated by the work of bad scholars who, 

convinced by false etymologies, had changed words 

like:-  iland, sissors, sithe, coud                                                               

and ancor into island, scissors, scythe, could and anc

hor.   

 

With this, those who wished to write in English had 

an even greater need for a dictionary to show them 

correct spellings. 

 

The dictionary which would help bring some order 

into the chaos of English was published in 1755. 

This work, which included some 40,000 definitions, 

was compiled by Dr. Samuel Johnson over a period 

of 9 years. Johnson viewed English as a living 

language, with many different shades of meaning. 

His definitions were based on precedents (a 

principle found in English common law). He 

describes his work as— 

 

“Setting the orthography, displaying the analogy, 

regulating the structures, and ascertaining the 

significations of English word.” 

 

Johnson indicated that work on his dictionary was 

done: 

 

“with little assistance of the learned, and without 

any patronage of the great; not in the soft obscurities 

of retirement, or under the shelter of academic 

bowers, but amidst inconveniences and distraction, 

in sickness and in sorrow” 

 

With Johnson’s dictionary, some standardisation of 

English began; order began to emerge from the 

chaos. 

 

Some quotes by Jonathon Swift. 
 
The proper words in the proper places are 
the true definition of style.  
 
Where there are large powers with little 
ambition... nature may be said to have fallen 
short of her purposes. 
 

(continued from page 4) 

there are those who would argue that unofficial 

answers did potentially more harm than the lack of 

official comment (e.g. the anonymous answer to 

Hannahs Darkness Visible, London 1951, 

Vindexs Light Invisible, London 1952). As has 

already been stated, however, the official policy, 

combined with a clamp-down on general Masonic 

information and the lack of a public Masonic 

presence were not helpful in that they deprived the 

general public of sound, authoritative general 

information against which to measure what they 

learnt from the me dia. 

In the last two decades the world has radically 

changed. Old virtues have been challenged, with 

the media leading the challenge. A polite no 

comment and a failure to correct or comment upon 

factual errors combined with a desire for privacy 

are now taken as evidence that allegations are true 

and that there is something to hide-the no smoke 

without fire reaction. It was partly a realization 

that this change had taken place and partly a 

growing awareness that public ignorance was 

beginning to affect brethren in their employment 

that caused Grand Lodge to reconsider its 

traditional policies. Despite the need for change, 

and the effects that change is already beginning to 

have, there are still those in the Craft who would 

prefer to return to the pre-1984 position. I would 

argue that there is no going back and that if the 

policy was reversed it would be a certain way of 

diminishing the Craft and beginning its gradual 

decline to extinction. In the modern world any 

organization, no matter how noble or impartial it 

be, must take notice of public attitudes towards it 

if it wishes to survive in any strength. 

 

The Current Problems 

The current problems can be broken down into 

three main areas: accusations of secrecy; a 

misunderstanding of the relationship between 

Freemasonry and religion; insinuations of 

corruption, malpractice, etc. through misuse of 

membership by freemasons. As I hope this paper 

has shown, the principal reason for those problems 

having taken root is ignorance of the principles 

and practices of Freemasonry on the part of the 

general public. In the area of religion there have 

always been individuals within the various 

denominations of the Christian Church who have 

chosen to misinterpret the rituals of  

(Continued page 25) 

 

(From page 17) 
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                             Geometry and Masonry. Harvey Lovewell  
 

 

   The address to the Immediate Past Master and the depiction on his jewel refer to 

    the  47Th proposition of Euclid.  When this was presented to me I vividly re

   member the reference to "our brother Pythagoras".  

   The Master's jewel is the square, two sides 90 degrees apart which will form the 

   base needed  

   for the 47th problem (in many jurisdictions the square has the dimensions of 3:4, 

   the Pythagorean dimensions). As the Master serves in his position, he becomes 

   more complete, and, therefore, the 47th problem of Euclid is dedicated on his 

   jewel when he leaves office.  

   When giving this address on the occasion of my installation as Master of Millaa 

   Millaa Lodge I thought back to my studies in electrical engineering and realised 

the importance that this piece of mathematics had in electrical theory.  

 

I then decided to ask some of my Masonic peers, what they saw as the significance of this to  

masonry. What role did Pythagoras play? I suppose I was not too surprised to find out that little if any-

thing was known by those I asked. It was because of this that I have decided to put together a paper 

dealing with this subject and try to put some life into a subject that most people shun, and to also look at 

the characters mentioned in this discourse, i.e. Euclid and Pythagoras.  

We first hear of Pythagoras in the first degree tracing board, and again in the Fellowcraft degree, where 

we are told in the charge after passing that "the science of geometry, which is established as the basis of 

our art." These words tell us of the importance of geometry our ritual writers make within the craft. The 

first-degree tracing board lecture makes many references to geometry and the implements to practice 

geometry. The use of symbolic geometry occurs in most other Masonic orders over and beyond the craft 

degrees.  

 

The importance placed on learning in our degree work can take us back a great many years to a time 

when knowledge was neither so great nor as diversified as now. William Preston, the eminent Masonic 

student, scholar, writer, who lived and wrote in the latter part of the eighteenth century, conceived the 

idea of making the degrees in general, and the Fellowcraft degree in particular, a liberal education! A 

'liberal education' in those days was comprised within what we still call, after Preston, the 'seven liberal 

arts and sciences.' In those days any mathematics beyond geometry was only for the very, very few. In-

deed, mathematics were looked upon as being something not meant for the common men, as being of 

small use in the world, save for engineers and designers and measurers of land.  

But Preston, if his lectures are no longer the real 'liberal education' which he planned, and which, in the 

form of his lectures modified by Webb (and somewhat tinkered with by various authorities and near au-

thorities who at times have kept the husk and let the kernel escape!) built better than he knew. For us, 

may now, justly and honourably, take 'geometry' to mean not only the science of measurement of sur-

face and area and the calculation of angles and distances but to mean all measurement. And to study 

measurement means to study Science, for all science is but measurement, and by that measurement, the 

deduction of laws and the unravelling of the secrets of nature.  

 

This study of the seven liberal arts and sciences is made mention of on numerous occasions in our ritual, 

what of these? Below is a quote that is 1800 years old.  

" ... Iet one of these be that art which prepares the body to be subservient, as a prompt and robust vehi-

cle, to the mandates of the soul, and which is denominated gymnastic. Let another art be that which is 

the angel of the conceptions of the soul, and which is called rhetoric; another, that which is the nurse 

and tutor of the juvenile mind, and which is denominated poetry; another that which is the leader of the 

nature of numbers, and which is called erittunetic; and another that which is the teacher of computa-

tion, and Is called logistic. Let geometry, also, and music follow, who are the associates of philosophy 

and conscious of her arcane, and to each of which she distributes a portion of her labour."  

Maximus Tyrius (circa 200 CE "Dissertation", xxl, translated by Thomas Taylor(1758-1835)  
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H.P.H. Bromwell (1823 -1903) wrote in his massive tome Restorations of Masonic Geometry and Sym-

bology that: "Although the number of recognized sciences far exceeds seven, yet, giving to that number 

the benefit of its symbolic meaning, it stands for the whole circle of Sciences, whether specifically named 

among the seven or not."  

 

We usually associate the seven liberal arts to medieval education curriculum, at this time, in Masonic cir-

cles, the only education available, may I suggest that an educated member of a lodge was more useful, 

especially if he could apply geometry to his work.  

 

The 47Th proposition of the first book of Euclid.  

The Pythagorean Theorem states that for any right triangle the sum of the squares of its two legs equals 

the square of Its hypotenuse (a2 + b2 = c2). Or we could frame it as the sum of the square of the horizon-

tal and the square of the perpendicular equals the square of the hypotenuse. This is what became known 

as Euclid's 47 Proposition. The drawing below illustrates this.  

 

We also know this formulation was known before Pythagoras - there is 

evidence in ancient Egyptian work, ancient China (the Chou Pei manu-

script), and the megalith builders.  

 

Chou Pei;  

The oldest existing Chinese texts containing formal mathematical theo-
ries were produced during the Han period. The Arithmetic Classic of 
the Gnomon and the Circular Paths of Heaven (Chou Pei Suan Ching) 
is dated before the 3rd century B.C and contains various modern mathe-

matical principles such as working with fractions using a common de-
nominator, and proofs of many geometrical theories. The text contains 

an accurate process of division for finding out the square root of numbers. In fact, the Chou Pei presents 

the oldest known proof of the right-angle triangle theory in the hsuan-thu diagram.  

This theory, commonly known as the "Pythagorean theorem," shows that the sum of the squares of 

the legs of a right triangle is equal to the squares of the hypotenuse or: 

  

(A X 2) + (B X 2) = (C X 2).  

 

Regardless, it is attributed to Pythagoras and two hundred years later Euclid compiled his "Elements 

of Mathematics" where this particular 47Th proposition is found in Book One.  

 

This theorem has been called the root of all geometry and the cornerstone of mathematics. The prac-
tical applications alone are worthy of the high esteem that Masonry affords it. And this is the inter-
pretation of the lecture that is most considered when masons speak of it but the meaning of this hier-

oglyphical emblem does not stop there.  

 

The emblem we are usually presented is the 3,4,5 right triangle in this fashion: The vertical line is 3 

units, the horizontal is 4 units, and the hypotenuse is 5 units. Not only is our attention called to this  

geometrical figure in the Master Mason degree, it is also prominent in the Scottish Rite in the 20th 

Degree - Master of the Symbolic Lodge and in the 25th Degree - Knight of the Brazen Serpent.  

 

Geometry treats of the powers and properties of magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and 

thickness, are considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superficies (surface of a body) and 

from a superficies to a solid, By this science, the architect is enabled to construct his plans, and exe-

cute his designs; the general to arrange his soldiers; the engineer to mark out ground for encamp-

ments; the geographer to give us the dimensions of the World, and all things within, to delineate the 

extent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, kingdoms and provinces; by it, also, the astrono-

mer is enabled to make his observations, and to fix the duration of times and seasons, years and cy-
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cles. In fine, geometry is the foundation of architecture and the root of mathematics.  

 

Many readers may feel like they have been returned to Geometry class. A simple illustration will 

probably refresh our memories:  

 

  

 

 

The proposition is especially im-

portant in architecture. Builders have 

since ancient times used this theorem 

in constructing buildings by a process 

known as "squaring a room." As the 

theorem states that 3 squared + 4 

squared = 5 squared, a builder starts 

by marking a spot and drawing a line, 

say line A. This line is given the val-

ue of 3. The builder then marks an-

other point, say point B and draws a line from it at a right angle to line A, and it is given the value of 

4. The distance between line A and B is then measured, and if the distance between A and B is 5, then 

the room is squared. By inverting the process, a "squared" (or rectangle) room can be obtained.  

 

Before the advent of GPS and Laser measuring tools engineers who tunnel from both sides through a 

mountain used the 47th proposition to get the two shafts to meet in the centre. The surveyor who 

wants to know how high a mountain may be ascertains the answer through the 47th proposition. The 

astronomer who calculates the distance of the sun, the moon, the planets, and who fixes "the duration 

of times and seasons, years, and cycles," depends upon the 47th proposition for his results. The navi-

gator travelling the trackless seas uses the 47th proposition in determining his latitude, his longitude, 

and his true time. Eclipses are predicted, tides are specified as to height and time of occurrence, land is 

surveyed, roads run, shafts dug, bridges built, with the 47th proposition to show the way.  

 

In some lodges, using this principle, a candidate symbolically "squares the Lodge" by being escorted 

around the Lodge three times during the Entered Apprentice ritual, four times for a Fellowcraft ritual, 

and five times for a Master Mason ritual, which completed his journey.  

 

The Mystical Symbolism of the Pythagorean Triangle  

Earlier in this paper, I made reference to the fact that the Egyptians were in possession of the 

knowledge of the 47th Proposition.  

 

According to Plutarch (46 - 120 C.E.), the Egyptians attributed the sides of the triangle in this fashion. 

The vertical line was of 3 units and attributed to Osiris. The horizontal line was of 4 units and attribut-

ed to Isis. And the hypotenuse was, of course, 5 units and attributed to Horus, the son of Osiris and 

Isis. It is noteworthy that Plutarch studied in the Academy at Athens and was a priest at Apollo's tem-

ple at Delphi for 20 years. In the myth of Osiris and Isis, Osiris is killed which makes Horus the Son 

of a Widow and links him with Hiram!  

 

The units of the triangle's side are Significant. The three units of the Osiris vertical have been attribut-

ed to the three Alchemical principles of Salt, Sulphur and Mercury. All things are manifestations of 

these three principles according to Alchemical doctrine. The four units of the horizontal line of Isis 

relate to the so-called four elements: earth, air, water, and fire. These are of course the four Ancients. 

The ascending Horus line with its five units represents the five kingdoms: mineral, plant, animal, hu-

man, and the Fifth Kingdom. This is the Path of Return. The ascending line finally connects back up 
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with the Osirian line. The Fifth Kingdom symbolises the Adept as one who has consciously reunited 

with the Source of all Being.  

 

The 47th problem has been referred to as "the foundation of Freemasonry." Why one of many possi-

ble solutions to a particular geometrical problem should become emblematic of Freemasonry probably 

has more to the long-standing tradition of Sacred Geometry, but the importance of the symbol is 

largely unknown.  

 

Noted cabalist Alan Bennet speculated that the three squares represented the magical squares of Sat-

urn, Jupiter, and Mars. Masonic author Albert Pike, in his Morals and Dogma, repeats Plutarch's com-

ments and suggests that the triangle represents matter (Isis), spirit (Osiris), and the union of the two 

(Horus) ... and indeed, the sum of the two smaller squares equals the larger. 

 

Sacred Geometry,  

 

Pythagoras is credited with the discovery of the Golden Rectangle. The Golden Rectangle is built on 

the "golden ratio" or "golden proportion," which is determined by the irrational number known as Phi. 

To put it simply, a golden rectangle is a rectangle divided in such a way as to create a square and a 

smaller rectangle that retains the same proportions as the original rectangle. To do this, one must cre-

ate a rectangle based on this ratio.  

 

To find the Golden Ratio, one must divide a line so that the ratio of the line to the larger segment is 

equal to the ratio of the  

    

A is to B as B is to C 

 

To get a golden rectangle, you simply turn the larger segment of the line into a square.  

 

If you add a square to the long side of the "golden rectangle," you'll get 

a larger golden rectangle. If you continue to add squares in this way, 

you'll see the basis for nature's logarithmic spiral patterns.  

 

 

The golden proportion appears in numerous places in nature and in art 

and architecture. It forms the basis for Leonardo Da Vinci's "Divine Proportion," the ideal illustrated 

in his drawing Vitruvian Man. The face of the Parthenon in Athens is a perfect golden rectangle. The 

shell of the nautilus is a famous example of a spiral based on the golden mean, as is 'the spiral of the  

human DNA molecule.  

Although made famous by Renaissance artist Leonardo Da Vinci, the figure known as the Vitruvian 

Man is actually named after the man who created him, the Roman architect Vitruvius. Vitruvius, a 

proponent of the Sacred Geometry of Pythagoras, designed temples 

based on the proportions of the human body, believing them to be 

perfect. This perfection, wrote Vitruvius, was due to the fact that 

the extended limbs of a perfectly proportioned human fit into both 

the circle and the square.  

According to Pythagorean tradition, the circle represents the spiritu-

al realm; the square, material existence, so the human body repre-

sented the perfect marriage of matter and spirit, which is reflected 

in its proportions. Leonardo was one of many artists who attempted 

to depict Vitruvius' perfect man, and the only one who succeeded; 

his version on left. is considered the most accurate depictions of the 

human body. 
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From this one can see that man for many centuries has had some kind of relationship with geometry 

especially the ratio Phi which equals 1.618, most antient buildings have been constructed using this 

ratio being that which appears most harmonious.  

 

Euclid (about 300BC) in his "Elements" calls dividing a line at the 0.6180399 point, dividing a 

line in the extreme and mean ratio. This later gave rise to the name golden mean.  

 

There are no extant records of the Greek architects' plans for their most famous temples and build-

ings (such as the Parthenon). So we do not know if they deliberately used the golden section in their 

architectural plans. The American mathematician Mark Barr used the Greek letter phi (φ) to repre-

sent the golden ratio, using the initial letter of the Greek Phidias who used the golden ratio in his 

sculptures.  

 

Luca Pacioli (also written as Paccioli) wrote a book called De Divina Proportione (The Divine 

Proportion) in 1509. It contains drawings made by Leonardo da Vinci of the 5 Platonic solids. It 

was probably Leonardo (da Vinci) who first called it the sectio aurea (Latin for the golden sec-

tion). 

 

So, in Plato's Tlmatos, the elements became a shape in the form of the five bodies, also called Pla-

tonic bodies. You first see fire which forms the primary antithesis with earth. Then we see air, with-

out which fire cannot exist, and water which forms the liquid part of the earth, and without which no 

life could be possible on earth. Then we see the fifth element, which should according to Plato be in 

the centre of the elements, and which is called the Quintensens, or to put it more mathematical; the 

dodecahedron. The solution is that the dodecahedron was not made public.  

 

Also, in the middle Ages and Renaissance the knowledge of the dodecahedron, and with it the con-

nection of the pentagram was passed on only to the most prominent architect and his closest col-

leagues. Furthermore, they had discovered that the dodecahedron, through connecting certain edges 

etc. held in itself all other bodies.  

 

The dodecahedron became thus the basis for obtaining all other bodies and was not without reason 

for Plato the symbol of the all all-embracing Universe.  

 

How then does this golden ratio apply to geometry and how is it formulated?  

 

The Fibonacci series is formed by adding the latest two numbers to get the next one, starting 

from 0 and 1  

 

0 1 --the series starts like this.  

0+1=1 so the series is now  

0 1 1  

1 + 1 = 2. so the series continues ...  

0 1 1 2 and the next term is  

1+2=3 so we now have  

0 1 1 2 3 and it continues as follows ...  

0,1, 1, 2, 3,  5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144, 233, 377, 610, 987, ••.  

 

If we take the ratio of two successive numbers in Fibonacci's series, (1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, ... ) and we 

divide each by the number before it, we will find the following series of numbers;  
1/1= 1,  2/1 = 2,  3/2 = 1·5,  5/3 = 1.666 ... , 8/5 = 1·6,  13/8 = 1.625,  21/13 = 1·61538 ...   

It is easier to see what is happening if we plot the ratios on a graph, top of next page:  

The ratio seems to be settling down to a particular value, which we call the golden ratio or the golden 

number.  It has a value of approximately 1.618034.  The geometric proportions of the pentagram are those 

of the golden section, aurio section: the golden mean 
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The pentagram was frequently found on potsherds and tablets (which have been dated to as early as 

3500 BCE) in the location of the Kingdom of Uruk (at the mouth of the Tigris-Euphrates valley). The 

symbol was found accompanying signs relating to the foundation of written language. There is also 

evidence that the pentagram was used in ancient Mesopotamia to indicate the seal of royalty and 

power which extends to the four corners of the earth.  

 

The ancients regarded the rose as the symbol of secrecy and silence. The confessionals in old church-

es have the symbolic rose carved upon them; the vaulted ceiling of the council chamber bears it, and 

the lodge room of medieval masonry is decorated with it. What occurred there was sub rosa, not to 

be divulged.  

 

The pentagram, so easily seen in the rose, was the secret shibboleth of 

the Pythagoreans; and the Celtic Druids adorned their priestly robes 

with it. The Christians considered it even a more powerful sign than the 

cross for banning the evil one; it is found in many windows of the fine 

old Munsters and cathedrals.  

 

Could the five-pointed star also represent the five points of fellowship? 

Pentagram: from the Greek, "pente", meaning five and "gramma", a 

letter; the pentagram is a five pointed figure formed by producing the 

sides of a pentagon both ways to their point of intersection, so as to 

form a five-pointed star. Pentalpha: The triple triangle, from the Greek words meaning five and, al-

pha, the letter A  

 

One of the arguments used by anti-masons to support their claim that Freemasonry is satanic is to re-

fer to the Masonic use of the pentagram. The masonic significance of the pentagram is controversial. 

While it often appears on masonic regalia and decorative illustration, nowhere is it mentioned in masonic 

rituals or lectures.  

Coil’s Encyclopaedia asserts: "The Pentalpha is said to have had a great many symbolic and mystical 

meanings, but it has no application to Freemasonry...." 

 

On the other hand, Waller Rodwell Wright, who had a part in the revisions of the Craft ritual which took 

place between 1809 and 1815, records a letter written "London January 7, 1815": "There is a small lamp 

used only in this Degree [3rd] whose light is seen from a five-pointed star." Colin Dyer notes "The use of a 

small lamp in the form of a five-pointed star will be noted. It will also be remembered that this was one of 

the features deleted when the ritual came up for approval before Grand Lodge in June 1816."  

 

True in essence, this response will not satisfy anti-masons who can point to the many books about 

Freemasonry that include the pentagram, or, at least, the five-pointed star, in their iconography, and 

the writings of such spurious, irregular or pseudo masonic authors as Count Cagliostro, Eliphas Levi 

and Aleister Crowley.  
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Although the pentagram, as a geometric figure, is of interest to freemasons since it is also a represen-

tation of the Golden Ratio its esoteric significance is only of historical interest.  

 

It also isn't satanic. The claims of Levi and Crowley that there is any esoteric significance to the rela-

tive position of the star points is demonstrably not based on any observable astronomical event or on 

any published precedent.  

 

Symbols mean what the users want them to mean and meanings change. Although Venus is termed 

the bright morning star or Lucifer; and the pentagram is claimed by Levi to represent the Baphomet 

and the celestial motions of Venus sketch a pentagram in the sky; it does not follow that the penta-

gram represents Lucifer or that Lucifer equates with the Baphomet. Or that any of this has anything 

to do with Freemasonry.  

 

In this short talk, I have tried to show the interrelationship that exists between freemasonry and ge-

ometry, the relationship of the Golden section, Golden mean, or Golden proportion to geometry and 

masonry. Due to the complexity of the subject, to fully cover, would take many hours of discussion. I 

do hope however that the subject of this talk stimulates the listener to research the subject them-

selves.  

 

GLOSSARY  

 

Alchemy: a power or process of transforming something common into something special  

Aleister Crowley: was perhaps the most controversial and misunderstood personality to figure in the 

new era of modern day witchcraft. Known by the popular press of his time as "The Great Beast" and 

"The Wickedest Man in the World", Crowley was a powerful magician, poet, prophet and famed oc-

cultist. He was also a one-time witch though most of the elders of the craft would discredit him the 

title. In 1899, Crowley is reported to have become a member of one of "Old George Pickingill's" he-

reditary covens situated in the New Forrest, although apparently he was not welcome for long It is 

alleged that he  

obtained his 'Second Degree' before being dismissed due to his contemptuous attitude toward women, 

failure to attend rituals with regularity, his personal ego and sexual perversion (Crowley had a bias 

toward homosexuality and the bizarre, shocking during his time even amongst witches). The priestess 

of his coven later described him as "a dirty-minded, evilly- disposed and vicious little monster!"  

Baphomet: is an idol or image of uncertain provenance, depicting a being of heretical worship. The 

name first came into public consciousness during the suppression of the Knights Templar  

Count Cagliostro: Count Cagliostro was a notorious celebrity of the 18th century. Cagliostro 

claimed to be a healer and an alchemist. One of his most famous dupes was his marriage to a 14-year

-old girl, who he claimed was really 50 but due to his powers had been magically rejuvenated. At one 

stage in his life, Cagliostro even claimed to be a freemason from Egypt who had walked on the sands 

of Galilee with Jesus.  

Eliphas Levi: is the pseudonym of Alphonse Louis Constant, a French occultist and author whose 

work greatly influenced many of the early revivalists of the 19th century. Interestingly Aleister Crow-

ley was born the same year Levi died and later claimed to be his reincarnation. His father was deter-

mined his son should have a decent education, he sent him to a church in St-Sulpice there to be edu-

cated and trained as a priest. While he was there he became intrigued by a lesson received from his 

headmaster, who during the course of the lesson explained his belief that animal magnetism was a 

vital energy of the human body controlled by the "Devil". This sparked his curiosity and surrepti-

tiously he began to study all that he could find out about magic and the occult. His interest had been 

ignited.  

Constant continued to pursue his ecclesiastical career and was ordained as a priest. Later he was 

thrown out of the church and excommunicated due to his left-Wing political views and writings, also 

because he refused to observe his vows of chastity.  

Euclid: 300 B.C. Greek geometer; founded a school in Alexandria; wrote Stoicheia (Elements), 

which remained a definitive source of geometrical reasoning and methods until the 19th cent.  
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Gnomon: the remainder of a parallelogram after the removal of a similar parallelogram containing 

one of its corners  

Horus: the Egyptian god of light and the son of Osiris and Isis  

Isis: an Egyptian nature goddess and wife and sister of Osiris  

Osiris: the Egyptian god of the underworld and husband and brother of Isis  

Plutarch: Greek biographer & moralist; best known for Parallel Lives, character studies of famous 

Greeks and Romans from age of Theseus and Romulus to his own  

Pythagoras: 500 B.C. Greek philosopher & mathematician; generally credited with the theory of 

functional significance of numbers in the objective world and in music.  

Superficies: Surface of a body  

******************************** 

Freemasonry and read into them a theology which  is not and never has been present and to confuse 

reverence for God and the offering of prayers with liturgical worship. Accusations of secrecy are not new 

in the sense that, from the earliest days, there has been a healthy public curiosity concerning Masonic 

ritual. What is relatively new is the concept of Freemasonry as a secret society which, to the best of my 

knowledge, in England is very much a post-1800 idea, despite the deliberate exclusion of Freemasonry 

from the terms of the Unlawful Societies Act of 1799. Indeed, the suggestion that freemasons are plotting 

in secret cabals in England is very much a twentieth century idea, and in any forceful way a post-World 

War II concept. Similarly the suggestion of Freemasonry being a set of men totally bound to aiding each 

other regardless of the laws of God and man is very much of the present day and, to my mind, has only 

come about because of public ignorance of the facts. It seems significant that when Freemasonry was a 

highly visible part of English life such suggestions did not take root. 

 

That said, we are left with the question of why, in the 1980s, Freemasonry has come under what appear to 

many to be concerted attacks from a number of sources? To suggest that it is all part of a plot of either the 

political left or right is to play the conspiracy theory game. I would suggest that it is a result of an unhappy 

coincidence of general dissatisfaction within society; of anti-establishment views-Freemasonry being 

considered as a bulwark of the establishment; of a search for a whipping boy for the ills of modern society 

fostered by the pre-1984 policy of not answering criticism; and the publics lack of knowledge of 

Freemasonry. 

 

Conclusion 

Have the sins of our Masonic fathers been visited upon us? I think that the answer must be yes. By 

following a policy of intense privacy and therefore separating and obscuring the Craft from the society in 

which it exists Grand Lodge, acting in what was then thought to be the best interests of the Craft, cleared 

the ground but did not tend it and allowed the rank weeds of anti-Masonic writers to gain a firm hold in the 

public consciousness. In not countering criticism it allowed the falsehoods to become rooted as 

uncontested facts in the minds of the general public. Grand Lodge was not alone in this, however, and 

much can be laid at the door of those Masonic writers who gave free rein to their imaginations and, in 

some cases, produced work diametrically opposed to the general understanding of what Freemasonry is.  

 

Nor is the Craft in general free from blame. Individual members, by being secretive about their 

membership and by refusing to discuss Freemasonry in even the most general terms with t heir families 

and friends, greatly helped to create the climate in which the critics and enemies of Freemasonry were able 

to persuade an ill-equipped public that Freemasonry was something to be feared and not to be trusted. 

 

It is to be hoped that by reversing its traditional policy in 1984 Grand Lodge will be able to stem the 

process and gradually return us to those days when Freemasonry was an acknowledged part of everyday 

life and was seen as an institution for the good of society.  
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QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE TERCENTENARY CONFERENCE 

 
Kent Henderson 

 
About a year ago it was 'suggested' that all full members of Quatuor Coronati Lodge, such as myself, were 
'warmly encouraged' to attend the lodge's Tercentenary Conference, to be held in early September 2016, 
and to deliver a paper. Having 'received the message', as it were, I did as I was asked! And I am extremely 
glad that I did. The Conference - the lodge's contribution to the 300th Anniversary Celebrations of the 
Premier Grand Lodge - was easily the best I have ever attended. 
 
Held in the magnificent Queen's College at Cambridge University, there were over 120 attendees, most of 
whom were excellent Masonic scholars. The quality and range of papers on offer was par excellence. 
 
The Conference began, on Friday 9 September, with a 'Special Meeting' of Quatuor Coronati Lodge at the 
historic (and beautifully preserved and maintained...) Cambridge Masonic Centre, to hear WBro Ric 
Berman present his Prestonian Lecture: Foundations: new light on the formation and early years of the 
Grand Lodge of England - followed by a wonderful Festive Board/Luncheon. As one would expect, the 
paper was absolutely outstanding, and a book(let) containing it is readily available now, through QCCC. 
 
In the afternoon, back at Queen's College, the Conference was officially opened by the Conference 
Chairman, Professor Aubrey Newman, whence the program of papers - in parallel sessions, then ran over 
the next two and a half days. While I understand why this had to happen (otherwise the Conference would 
need to be 10 days long!), it did mean that all attendees had to make many choices as to which papers, or 
paper sessions, to attend. Given the outstanding quality and interest of all that was on offer; that was very, 
very difficult indeed. 
 
The papers were grouped under various headings/themes, such as: Illustrations of Masonry; Freemasonry 
in the Colonies; Freemasonry in the USA; The Rise of the Provinces; Masonry in Italy, Russia and 
Turkey; The Higher Degrees in Freemasonry, Dukes and Kings, and Anti Masonry in Italy.  
 
My paper, The Origins of Australian Masonry - a Fresh Appraisal, was in the Session entitled: 'The Sun is 
Always at its Meridian'. The other papers in the Session were Mike Kearsley's Masonry in New Zealand 
and Kenneth Marcus's A Brotherhood Of Constitutions – South And Southern Africa 1811 – 2017. The 
chairman of this Session was WBro Bob Cooper who, as a former ANZMRC Touring Lecturer, is well 
known to us in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Additionally, all Full Members of the Lodge were asked to chair a paper session - in my case 'The Rise of 
the Provinces'. The three papers presented in this Session were: Diane Clement's Masonic Yearbooks and 
the development of Provincial Identity (Diane is the Librarian at Freemason's Hall, London); Professor 
Aubrey Newman's The Evolution of the Province and the Provincial Grand Lodge in English 
Freemasonry, and Gerald Reilly's The Urbanisation of Harwich 1832-1914:The Role of Freemasons in 
Particular. They were all different and all wonderful! 
 
Of course, all papers are embargoed until the publication of the Conference Proceedings, effectively a 
'Special Edition' of AQC, which will be published (by Lewis Masonic) early in the New Year. This is a 
book NOT to be missed. 
 
There were also a number of outstanding 'Keynote Addresses' through the Conference, including Dr James 
Daniel's The UGLE’s Districts and daughter Grand Lodges, 1850-2017, (Jim is an EC Past Grand 
Secretary) and Dr Brent Morris's The Impact of English Freemasonry on America and vice versa. 
 
During the Conference there was a Reception, a Formal Dinner (attended by the EC Deputy Grand 
Master); a dinner for QC Full Member's only (which was tremendous in itself), and a tour Queen's College 
(dating from 1209!) led by the current Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge (the Conference Host and a key 
organiser), Dr James Campbell, who is a resident Fellow of Queen's College. Most of the extant old 
buildings date from the Fourteenth Century!! Amazing! 
 
The conference concluded with the 'Keynote Address' of Professor Andrew Prescott (in association with 
Dr Susan Sommers) entitled Searching for the Apple Tree. In their paper, the authors presented compelling 
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(and largely recently discovered) evidence that the Premier Grand Lodge was not formed until 1721 !!!! In 
other words, the UGLE Tercentenary Celebrations of 2017were occurring four early!! 
 
Well! Hopefully, as a result, Quatuor Coronati Lodge will hold another Conference 2021!! If so, I can 
ASSURE you I will be attending!! 
 
After the Conference, which finished at lunchtime of the Sunday, I spent a most pleasant afternoon putting 
on the River Cam with my old friend John Belton (the 2017 ANZMRC Touring Lecturer), Professor 
Andrew Prescott and Dr Susan Sommers. 
 
The following evening (Monday) I was in Northamptonshire speaking at Risdene Lodge No 6532 EC - my 
English 'Mother Lodge' - in which I was passed and raised, by courtesy, back in February and March 
1979! It was a wonderful night! My last Masonic commitment was the next (Tuesday) afternoon, at 
Freemasons Hall,  London, attending the Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons of England and Wakes and its Districts and Lodges overseas...one of latter of which I am 
Secretary, namely Victoria Mark Lodge No 47 EC, meeting at Melbourne. 

 
Left. Bob Cooper session chair, with 
Kent delivering his paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below. 
 
The group photo of QC Full Members  


